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„Top20” variety trials for hybrid corn

Seed traders are looking for arguments to sell seeds, growers are looking for data to build firm basics for their decisions when selecting the right varieties, buyers are looking for safety when contracting. 

The „Top20” Information Program for Varieties as part of AgrInfo Trial System refers all of these questions. The owner of variety is in position to argue, the grower knows what to buy, the contactor can be sure that his business is all right from the part of biological basics. 

The hybrids to be compared will be chosen by their yielding capacities, their quality traits and the popularity among growers. The standard seeds will be identified by the „Committee of AgrInfo Trial System” and purchased up by Hungarian Maize Club. 

It means that MKK (HMC) is the challenger. The seed owners can send their varieties to the ring to be measured by representatives of the top varieties of the Hungarian corn production. They can be sure that their partners will be in possession of reliable information. 
The accompanying programs (votes, competitions, conferences field shows, publications) makes the trials results popular by involving wide range of participants of the Hungarian corn business.
To be one of the Top20 of more than four hundreds is a real challenge!
Target
To become the participant of Top20 is a realistic target to any breeders so that this challenge is acceptable. Regarding that there will be 3 different classification (yield, economy, popularity) the chance of earning named positions, awards is higher! After a complex evaluation the „Maize Hybrid of the Year” will be elected.  

(Extra awards are available too, depending on intentions of supporters.)
Grouping of hybrids, standards
Initially the program is focusing on the two main maturity group as earlies and medium maturities (FAO300s and FAO400s). Regarding the expected number of varieties involved 4 – 5 standards will be applied. Of course if needs are experienced number of groups and standards will be extended.
Measure 
The Hungarian Maze Club will evaluate the trials data and all results will be compared to the relevant standards and to the group average. The standards are not the part of the competitions unless the seed owner of a certain standard(s) applies for participation before the term of application. In this case the seed owner gets the status of applicant but will not be asked to supply the seed free in case of the independency of the whole trial and information system. 

The comparison will comprise the yield, the economy of production and the popularity. 

Based on these three approaches, 3+1 enumerations will be applied on participating varieties. The plus one is based on complex evaluation. The No1 hybrid of the complex evaluation will be named as „The Maize Hybrid of the Year” by the HMC (Magyar Kukorica Klub).  

Conditions of participation 
The conditions of participation are identified by the Hungarian Maize Club and based on the Hungarian Civil Code, especially regarding the protection of intellectual property rights (breeders rights) and personal data, the general custom of seed trade and production, The conditions of participation will reflect the best knowledge and the purest intention to serve the interest of the maize business and the maize generated cultural and social life, natural and environmental questions.
· The Applicant of hybrid will certify his/her rights to represent the hybrid  (owner or powered representative) 
· The hybrid can be found int the National or European List of Varietise, or has minimum one year results in official variety trials in one of the member countries of EU and the maturity group of the variety can be closely approximated
· The Applicant signs the contract on participation and accepts the Conditions of Participation 
· The Applicant agrees the publication of data without further terms 
· The Applicant transfers the agreed fees on the account of HMC with no delay 
Other conditions
Varieties with limited information (e.g.: varieties applied from registration trials) may not participate in the complex evaluation, but the fees and conditions are the same as in case of listed varieties. 
Participation out of competition
Varieties can be applied for only information of Applicants. In this case the fees are elevated by 50% of the normal. Minimum information required is the approximated maturity compared to one of the standards. Out of competition varieties participates only under numeric codes and all the results will be handed over to the representative of variety exclusively with no further evaluation or comments. No rights can be raised for competitions or awards. 
Evaluation, communication, feedback
Scientifically accepted and commonly known statistical methodology of data process will be used for evaluation. Every year the methodology used will be supervised, modified if necessary and reaccepted by the Committee for AgrInfo Trial System. The methodology will be published together with the annunciation of yearly trial program. HMC will use all available communication channels and means to make the results public and known including electronic and traditional publications, conferences, and other organizations. The language of communication must be easy to understand by the widest range of possible users.

A continuous survey will follow the acceptance and popularity of the program and all the experiences will be used to amend the next year’s procedures.  
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